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The Practice Dialogues Collective are
co-authors of this book who come from
the fields of education, social work, youth
development, family caregiving and
archiving, somatic practice, medicine,
cultural arts, and organizing. All see
themselves as care work practitioners.

OPEN aACCESS

®s SCAN ME

PRACTICE DIALOGUES

Listening to the Wisdom of Care Work
Edited by The Practice Dialogues Collective & Alice
Lesnick

Attending to the wisdom that emerges through care work,
Practice Dialogues uplifts the complexity, creativity, and
interconnection of care across fields of endeavor. Written by a
collective of practitioners, Practice Dialogues calls readers to
learn from, not simply about, care work and those dedicated to
it. Recognizing the need to understand care work as practice
that furthers people's survival and thriving, this volume
advances a method of research rooted in radical presence,
mutual listening, and collaborative writing. Centering care work
as and through co-authorship, the essays spotlight fields
including medicine, somatic practice, teaching and school
leadership, martial arts, organizing, the arts, and family
caregiving. In the framing chapters, Practice Dialogues draws
on scholarship from education, postcolonial cultural studies,
Black studies, Indigenous studies, social work, trauma studies,
and critical feminist studies. The volume creates an exchange
among scholarship, questions of research methodology, and the
ecosystems of care work, pushing the limits of what is possible
within and beyond conventional boundaries.
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“This book's title, Practice Dialogues, is at once descriptive
and imperative: it references the dialogues authored by
care-work practitioners, and it calls readers to practice their
own such dialogues. Full of fresh voices and insights, these
chapters assemble the wide-ranging wisdoms of care
workers at various stages of development, modeling both
engagement in and discernment of what care work can
encompass and inspire.”

-Alison Cook-Sather, author of Co-Creating Equitable
Teaching and Learning: Structuring Student Voice into
Higher Education and editor of Shifting Blind Identities in
Higher Education: Stories of Selfhood.
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